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END OF THE SEASON 

 
 Winter might seem like the time to pull the covers up to our chins and hunker down for a snooze. 
Not at Esopus Meadows Lighthouse. This time of year we tackle the mounds of necessary paperwork 
involved in running a not-for-profit. 
 
 In December we entered into a contract from the bids we received to install a concrete cap on the 
pier and to grout and repoint spaces between the stones. The contract will commit most of our on-hand 
monies to this necessary project. While we do have a grant, it covers only approximately one quarter of 
the projected cost. We must now undertake a vigorous fund raising effort to enable us to maintain the 
lighthouse once our present restoration work is completed. We are also facing another round of exterior 
painting. All of this work needs to be completed by the 2009 Hudson, Fulton, Champlain Quadricenten-
nial when we plan to be open as a B & B. 
 
 David Fletcher of The Mechanism in NYC designed our new web site 
www.esopusmeadowslighthouse.org so please check it out. Our own member, Joel Goldman, is working 
on keeping everyone up to date on what is going on at the lighthouse regarding work progress, tours and 
other functions as they become available. Let us hear from you. We would like to know what you would 
like to see on this web site. 
 
 Our last work day of the season was the kick off for a land-based winter project. The Estuary 
Steward traveled up river carrying the stairway railing sections and it’s balusters as well as doors, mold-
ing and shelving which had been removed by Sam Pierce and his friends. The black walnut railing and 
balusters were originally varnished but had been painted battleship grey over the years. They will be 
stripped, refinished and restored to their beautiful satiny patina. Sam and his friends also removed all of 
the exterior iron railings which will be sand blasted and painted and then installed when an anticipated 
new cap is poured on the pier this spring. The other wooden items will be stripped and painted as well. 
 
 There is always the last, bittersweet day as we shutter the house for the season. Geese fly over-
head and colored leaves dot the river and surrounding hills. The whining of saws, drills and other electric 
tools has been silenced, and the shutters are closed and locked. We stand and look  around the now dark-
ened kitchen. This is the time that we have to put the Maid to bed for the winter. The men turn off the 
lights, set the alarm and close the door. This is always a sad time for all of us. Will the winter be harsh?  
Will the ice pound and pile against her foundation?  We can only hope that the winter gods will be kind 
to her. 
 Loading the tools and other gear aboard our work barge, we pull away from the lighthouse, tow-
ing the dock loaded with the ramp, and head north to the Rondout Creek and Certified Marine for winter 
storage.  We glance back once more to make sure that we have  battened down all of the hatches and to 
say goodbye. 



 

 Engineering Report  
By Ed Weber 

 
 Much restoration progress was accomplished at the Lighthouse during the 2007 season. 
All the walls were painted by the Ulster Sheriff’s work release crew. Also, a ceramic tile floor 
was installed in the bathroom by one of the crew. 

 
 John Ralston designed a wainscoted knee wall, 
similar to the existing wainscoting in the kitchen, to hide 
most of the vent piping in the bathroom. Sam Pierce 
managed to install most of it before we closed for the 
winter. The picture on the left shows the pedestal sink 
and a portion of the partly completed wainscoting. The 
new tile floor can be seen peeking out from under the 
temporary protective floor covering. 
 
 Joe Weisblatt and Ed Weber essentially com-
pleted installation of the dual electrical system. Approxi-
mately half of the building outlets and all the lights are 
supplied by an inverter which transforms the 12 DC from 
a battery bank in the basement to 120 V AC. The batter-

ies are normally charged by the photocell arrays on the deck. The other half of the outlets are 
supplied by a 10 KW diesel generator in the basement. This arrangement permits the eco -
friendly and quiet solar panels to provide the bulk of electrical needs including the fridge. When 
high wattage electrical items, such as heaters and air compressor, are needed, the generator can 
be started and its noise tolerated. The generator also can charge the batteries when usage ex-
ceeds the sun supplied power. 
 
 The bedroom ceiling lights installed by the Coast 
Guard have been refurbished and reinstalled. The bulbs 
are power saving compact florescent but have the shape 
of the old incandescent lamps. The remainder of the 
building ceiling lights are missing. If anyone has a 

1920's or 30's ceiling 
light fixtures, suit-
able for hall, bath-
room, sitting room, 
or kitchen, we would 
appreciate a donation. 
 
 Photo on the left shows Sam Pierce working on the 
bedroom baseboard. 
 
 Sam Pierce, Joel Goldman, Rich Hass, Joe Fayo, Kat 
McManus, Mike Dalton, Gerhardt Bradner, Joan Hill, 
Phyllis Marsteller, Betty Tabor, John Ralston and Ed Weber 
have spent many hours scraping paint from old woodwork 
and making repairs of woodwork around the house. Their 
efforts are much appreciated.  
 



 

  Recently Phyllis Marsteller and Betty Tabor have 
been busy priming and painting. The 2nd floor bedrooms 
and entrance vestibule woodwork has been primed and the 
first coat of finish paint applied. The photo on the right 
shows Phyllis Marsteller priming trim one cold November 
day. 
 
 A cistern tank has been reinstalled in the basement 

and plumbing added for 
a wash spigot on the 
side of the building. 
When the building set-
tled it caused the origi-
nal masonry cistern tank 
to be unusable because 
of leakage, three red 
wood tanks were con-
structed in its place. During the time the building was aban-
doned vandals damaged the tanks. One essentially com-
pletely, one mostly, and one slightly. The remnants were 
moved to shore to make room for the “leveling and cribbing 
project”. Our friends at the Maple Ridge Bruderhof selected 
sufficient parts to assemble the one tank which is now in-
stalled. The tank will hold 750 gallons of water for washing. 
The light colored stripe on the right side of the tank is a 
gauge showing water level in the tank. Hopefully parts can 
be fabricated so a second tank can be installed. 

 
 The photo on the right shows the new white front 
doors replicating the originals have been installed. You 
will notice the base railing has been removed. One of the 
last workdays Sam Pierce came out with a crew to re-

move both the base 
railing and the stair 
railings for refurbish-
ing on shore over the 
winter. They also re-
moved the stair rail-
ing and balusters for 
striping and refinish-
ing as well 
 
 A new exte-
rior kitchen door has 
been fabricated and 
will be installed once it has been painted. A new door cas-
ing for the hinge side will replace the existing one at the 
same time. The new door is based on the design as shown in 
the original drawings. A new lock set will be installed along 
with the existing hinges. 



 

 

WORK RELEASE PROGRAM / CREW  
 

 A major thank-you goes out to the staff and crews from the Ulster County Sheriff’s De-
partment Work Release Program. Working on the tough jobs during the past several years has 
saved us countless man-hours and thousands of dollars. This kind of community outreach puts a 
visible face on rehabilitation for the inmates and gives them a tangible piece of work they can 
reflect on and take pride of ownership in. 
 
 Over the past two years they have helped immensely. They started with installing the 
plaster board throughout the lighthouse in preparation for the master plasterer. When he was 
finished they painted the new plaster coat with primer and finish coats. They also replaced the 
deck and railing on the ramp landing.   
 
 When opening for the 2007 season we discovered a serious boat dock problem. The 
winter ice had moved a huge rock from the rip rap to a position that would not allow us to lo-
cate the boat dock in it’s usual position. These strong men helped  John Ralston  construct and 
install a ramp adapting structure to the existing ramp landing. They then lifted our heavy ramp 
to it’s new location and completed the repositioning of the dock to avoid the offending rock.  

WORK RELEASE CREW INSTALLING RAMP ON THE REWORKED LANDING 
 
Back inside the lighthouse, the crew installed a beautiful black and white ceramic tile floor in 
our bathroom. The tile was donated by Sherwood Tile of Newburgh, New York. 
 
 All of this work was accomplished under the direction of our good friend Deputy Sher-
iff Vinnie Decker. We hope that they will return again in the spring. Thank you, Vinnie. You 
run a fantastic program! 



 

 

 This year’s parade was almost a washout as the day started with a steady downpour. Fortunately 
luck was with us as the sun came out and it became a glorious day. Our children in the parade were wear-
ing their lighthouse t-shirts as they handed out candy along the way. Joining them were five girls in period 
dress from the 1800’s depicting what may have been worn at the lighthouse 

THANK  YOU 
The following are some of the recent supporters of our restoration effort: 

 
      Jacki La Barge & Associates  Certified Marine       Joe Weisblatt  
      Ulster Co, Sheriff Office   Poughkeepsie Yacht Club      Sherwood Tile 
      Norrie Point Sailing Club   Maple Ridge Bruderhof      Sea Tow 
      Norrie Point Marina   Fine Paint of Europe       Chris D’Aleo       
      Charlie Kirstein    Kathleen Steinhilber       The Mechanism  
      Katherine Cairo Davis              Sam’s Club        Don Edgecomb 
      Nicholas Brandner   Sebastian Brandner       Mike Dalton  

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

From left to right: Kelly Ralston, Alex Ralston, Mikayle  
 Shuman, Kameron Morse & Jordan Morse 

Back row: Kelly Ralston ,  Pat Ralston 
Front row: Jordan Morse, Kameron Morse,  
       Mikayle Shuman 

R/V ESTUARY STEWARD & DOCKS  

 With the donation of the 44" R/V Estuary Steward this past year, we were able to run tours to the 
Kingston Lighthouse, Esopus Meadows Lighthouse and private trips on the Hudson River.  Sea-Tow Mid 
Hudson, owned and operated by Capt. Paul Kesick donated the Captains and crew for the smooth running 
of the vessel.  We extend our gratitude to Capt. Paul Kesick,  Capt. Brian Moore, Capt. Larry Bruck; Crew 
members Sean Dixon, Butch Geer, John Ralston, Giovanni Sergio and Dustin Jones. The R/V Estuary 
Steward is for public and private hire from the months of May thru October.  Cruise the river, schedule a 
school trip or a family gathering.  Lease by the hour, half or full day.  Call 845-339-3060 for rates and in-
formation.  If you are a US Coast Guard Captain and would like to donate your time, please give us a call.  
 Our group also extends its appreciation to William Hoy and Dustin Jones of Certified Marin Ser-
vice for their services with hauling, launching and repairs on the 44’ R/V Estuary Steward.   

 With the generous donation of three aluminum docks from the Town of Port Ewen this past sum-
mer, we will now have deep water access to the lighthouse.  Plans are for the docks to be installed this 
summer allowing tours to the lighthouse.  Tour dates will be posted on the web site.   

 We also extend our appreciation to the Hudson River Maritime Museum, Kingston City Docks and 
Norrie Point Marina for their donated use of their docking facilities. 



 

 

WINTER  WONDERLAND  PARADE 
December 8, 2007 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LIGHTHOUSE BARGE DECORATED FOR PARADE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LIGHTHOUSE MODEL ON GOLF CART  WITH JOEL GOLDMAN 

 The Port Ewen Recreation Department had their first night time parade. It was a clear 
and very cold evening but the enthusiasm ran high. The parade consisted of many beautiful 
lighted floats with Christmas scenes. It was spectacular! The crowd was equally as large as the 
Memorial Day Parade. 
 Our lighthouse barge, decorated with reindeer, lighted trees and snow flakes, became a 
float, courtesy of a trailer by Certified Marine. Everywhere you looked people had on Santa 
hats. It was such a fun night. Also in the parade was our lighthouse model  by Alex Zabik 
mounted on Ed Weber’s golf cart with lighting supplied by an onboard generator. Riding with 
Ed were Betty Tabor and Joel Goldman. On the float were Sharon Jones, Dustin Jones, Joan 
Hill, John Ralston, Pat Ralston and many others. 



 

 

 
HAIL  TO  THE  CHIEF 

 On June 15, 2007, my husband John and I traveled to the U.S. Coast Guard Station  
Sandy Hook, New Jersey. We were invited to the Change of Command Ceremony for Chief 
Warrant Officer Sean McGarigal. It was a beautiful sunny day as we arrived at the base situated 
at the end of a peninsula. It has Lower New York Bay on one side and the Atlantic Ocean on 
the other.  It had been four years since we had seen our dear friend, and his family, wife Nancy 
and children Alyssa, 18 and Derek,15. 
 
 For those of you who may not know Sean, he was a very integral part of our early years 
at  Esopus Meadows Lighthouse. At the time this present group took over saving the lighthouse, 
Sean was the Commanding Officer at the Saugerties, N.Y. Coast Guard Station. We were lost 
souls, knowing we wanted to save the lighthouse but, not knowing all of the rules, and there 
were many. As new director, many a time I made a mistake and Sean would scold me, while in 
his next breath he would give me praise. He stood by our little group and was our guide. I guess 
he saw something in us and stepped in and helped. He never seemed to lose faith in our goal. 
He encouraged his men to help on their off time and shared his time with us as well. We came 
to feel he was one of “us.“ I could fill a page with the many things that his group did for SELC 
but he is a modest man and would scoff at the attention.   
 
 We tried to think of ways to repay Sean and his men but they would accept nothing, un-
til we offered them a package of homemade Toll House Cook-
ies. WOW, they were happy! So, from there on out, every deed 
earned them cookies. 
 
 Sean’s greatest “deed” was the installation of a new 
light in the tower of our lighthouse in May of 2003.There was-
n’t  a dry eye that night as the light shot across the water to the 
shoreline. After an absence of 38 years, we were once again a 
working navigational aide! And now today we are here to 
honor our special friend. 
 
 As we sat in our chairs under the ceremonial tent  
Sean’s new officers paraded in wearing tropical blue uniforms 
and took their places. Anxiously we strained for a glimpse  of 
our old friend, out he came in full dress whites very erect and  
handsome as ever. With all the pomp and circumstance he 
made a quick acknowledgement before returning to full atten-
tion.   
 
 These men are fortunate to be under the command of 
such a caring man.  He takes no nonsense but is fair and looks 
out for his men and women. Coast Guard Sandy Hook, you 
have the makings of an Admiral!    
            CWO Sean McGarigal 
          The Cookie Lady 
 
   
 



 

 
HALL OF FAME 

 
Barbara Lockhart     LIFE MEMBER 

 
 Barbara Lockhart is known far and wide as a mover and 
shaker. After meeting Arline Fitzpatrick, she suggested to the 
Esopus Town Board that Arline be the Director of the Save 
Esopus Lighthouse Commission and gave the seed money to fund 
the organization. It is often said that Barbara accomplished more 
from her kitchen phone than ten men with dump trucks. She al-
ways knew who to call when something needed doing. Although 
she has slowed down in recent years, her love for the lighthouse 
has not dimmed. When she called last summer to ask if anyone 
would be out at the house mid-week, we found out she would be 
going by on the Rip Van Winkle tour boat. We made sure a noisy 
group was on hand with horns and signs giving her a big “shout 
out” and letting her know the light was still there.  

 Bertha and Dottie have been team players 
since the late 1980’s when Arline Fitzpatrick started 
the restoration. They can look back to many hours 
spent working at the lighthouse in the early years 
and then on shore manning sales tables at the 5K 
races, festivals, regattas & parades. They also folded 
newsletters for Alex Zabik, then applying labels and 
stamping them for delivery. They are always on 
hand and never complain when on shore help is 
needed. When you ask Bertha and Dottie to help, 
they turn out a super job. You both are a credit to 
your community and to your lighthouse. Their sense 
of humor and lively personalities make them a pleas-
ure to be around.  

Bertha Popowich  &  Dottie Grosso    LIFE MEMBERS 

Dottie DuMond    LIFE MEMBER 
(picture not available) 

 Dottie is another lady who spent years supporting the lighthouse. She is a treasure trove 
of knowledge that can’t be surpassed. Every time I had a question she was there with the an-
swer. With her helping hand I learned the techniques of being a historian. To her credit I now 
have a beautiful collection of historic facts for generations to enjoy. Ask Dottie anything about 
the Town of Esopus and she can give you the answer. Thank you Dottie for all of your support. 



 

 

FAREWELL FRIEND 
 

 On December 10, 2007 the Esopus Meadows Lighthouse  lost a special friend. Evert 
Remmi, 94 of Ulster Park, NY passed away. This quiet, soft-spoken man was the retired Gen-
eral Superintendent of Construction for the NYC Board of Education in Brooklyn, NY. A man 
of many talents, he heard that our lighthouse needed skilled craftsmen and volunteered. 
 
 Evert learned from the director, Arline Fitzpatrick, that many windows in the house had 
fallen into great disrepair. It was agreed that he would collect the damaged windows that Arline 
deposited at an undisclosed hiding place along River Road and take them home to be rebuilt. 
When they were completed, he would call Arline and a swap would take place. Evert would get 
a few more damaged windows and Arline would be handed the beautifully repaired ones. This 
went on for most of a season. 
 
 From 1989 to 2007 Evert and his lovely wife Erna, supported our lighthouse. They 
never missed a meeting until poor health prevented him from attending. When we spoke this 
past Thanksgiving Day, he was very alert and wanted an update on the lighthouse and to be 
kept in the loop. 
 
 I am proud to say I got to know these two wonderful people who cared to make a differ-
ence.  We will sadly miss you Evert but every time I look out of one of your windows I will be 
reminded of what you did to help us preserve the Maid of the Meadows and what you meant to 
our organization. You were the best. Erna, we will keep you in the loop as well. 

 
             WHEN  DOES  A  HOUSE  BECOME  A  HOME? 

 
 Walking  through the newly painted house it is evident that something is missing. It 
needs to get dressed for company! We have worked for years to repair and return this house to 
it’s former beauty. With plans to open by June of 2009 for the Hudson -Fulton - Champlain 
Quadricentennial we must get a move on. The rooms are empty and in need of furnishings.  
Friends, won’t you please search your attics, garages or ask  if someone you know can help us 
find furniture from the 1930’s or earlier? 
  Our kitchen is complete but the following items are badly needed: 
 
                        PARLOR    BEDROOMS - 2 
  Couch     Full-sized beds 
  Arm chair    Night tables 
  Any chair       Chairs    
  End Tables    Dressers 
  Mirror     Mirrors 
  Lamps      Lamps & ceiling fixtures 
 
 Since we are listed on the National Registry of Historic Places, we must comply with 
their rules for structure and furnishing. If you have one piece or more, matching or not, we 
would be so grateful for your help. A tax receipt will be given upon request. Please call Ed We-
ber at 845-331-4083 if you can help. 



 

 

 
Esopus Meadows Lighthouse 
 
Pat Ralston 
13 Monroe Drive 
Poughkeepsie NY 12601 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FIRST CLASS MAIL 

“The Light” is published by Pat Ralston for the Esopus Meadows Lighthouse, a 
501-C-3 not-for-profit Corporation chartered by the NYS Dept. of Education, 
and for the Save Esopus Lighthouse Commission. PO Box 1290 Port Ewen, NY 
12466 
  Sharon Jones—Director 
  John Ralston—Asst. Director 
  Betty Tabor—Secretary 

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER  
A quick reminder to those of you who need to renew your membership for 2008. 

     Student / Senior  $10.00  Patron   $100.00 
           Contributing  $20.00  Benefactor  $500.00 
     Family   $30.00  Lifetime           $1000.00  
     Sponsor   $50.00 

Please choose the amount from the above list that you are comfortable with and send a check to:  
    ESOPUS MEADOWS LIGHTHOUSE 
    P.O. BOX 1290 
    PORT EWEN, NY 12466-1290 

As we are a not-for-profit organization with a 501-C-3 number your donations are tax deductible. 
Your employer may have a matching grant program as well. 

 
Winter Meeting Schedule 

 February 12th 7:00pm Town of Esopus Library Canal St. Port Ewen, NY 
 March 11th     7:00pm  Town of Esopus Library Canal St. Port Ewen, NY 
 April 8th         7:00pm  Town of Esopus Library Canal St. Port Ewen, NY 
 May 13th        7:00pm  Town of Esopus Library Canal St. Port Ewen, NY 

Check your e-mail or answering machine for meeting changes or call 339-3060 or 331-1478 or 297-1569 


