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Letter From The Director   

 As Fall starts to move in I find myself reflecting on the amazing progress of the 

restoration of the Esopus Meadows Lighthouse. The incredible results are due to the  

efforts of the membership and in particular the small group that year after year has  

managed the organization and the work. I am proud to be associated with people so  

devoted to this cause. As I look forward, I see several of the long term projects coming to 

fruition, making several of the original goals a reality. The first of these goals will be  

realized this Fall with the opening of the lighthouse to regular tours. Next year, rooms 

will be filled with furniture, while windows will be dressed with curtains. The first floor 

will see the floors refinished and the last of the wood moldings repaired. To see next 

yearôs goals come true and achieve the lofty goal of opening a Bed and Breakfast will 

take tremendous effort. I am looking to the membership for help. Over the past few years 

membership has been declining, while participation has waned. People are needed not 

only in the area of restoration, but also in areas involving fundraising, grant writing,  

assistance with tours and staffing the merchandise table at local events. To the member-

ship, I thank you for the many years of support, and anticipated dedication to our worthy 

restoration of the Esopus Meadows Lighthouse.    

             Sam Pierce  

                                                                            
We Havenôt Forgotten You! 

 A much belated HELLO to all of you out there! Here in the Hudson Valley we 

have been experiencing one of the most frustrating summers on record. It has rained  

almost every weekend and weekdays, too. We have been trying to complete the painting 

of three sides of our building left unfinished from last season.   

  Again this summer we had the most appreciated help from the Ulster County 

Work Release gentlemen headed up by Deputy Sheriff Vinnie Decker. These men were 

frustrated as well when they kept being rained out.  Deputy Decker, ever mindful of the 

time constraints, had his men scraping and sanding as storm clouds gathered overhead. 

They worked tirelessly and did get the two sides scraped and primed but were unsuccess-

ful in getting on the finished coat of paint. This task was later completed by Sam Pierce 

and John Ralston and the Bruderhof gentlemen of Maple Ridge Community 

 On a Sunday in early August I had the pleasure of working in our lighthouse with 

a group of special ladies from the Maple Ridge Community of the Bruderhof. We were 

tackling the unpleasant task of scrubbing all of the upstairs walls, ceiling and woodwork 

which were covered with sanding dust.  Some of us were working from ladders and some 

were working on our hands and knees. I heard a soft hum of one note and then these  



ladies began signing in harmony filling the empty rooms with a ballad about the 

river. One song after another was sung with such feeling and beauty as Iôve never 

heard before. It brought tears to my eyes. Their song turned a task I was dreading 

into an uplifting and beautiful day. Thank you, ladies.  

 While preparing the second floor for sanding, the wide floor boards had 

separated as much as a quarter of an inch and were filled with debris and broken up 

filler. Hundreds of nails and broken staples had to be removed by hand before the 

sanding began. We had originally thought the floors were beyond help, but after all 

of the weeks of hands, knees and back breaking labor, we have beautiful yellow pine 

floors that have even been admired by a floor refinisher. We should have the floors 

of the second story of the house stained and finished before putting the house to bed 

for the winter! 

 Since we began the job of restoring the lighthouse, we had to deal with a  

severely cracked and broken deck area surrounding the house. It was not only an  

unsightly mess but a trip hazard as well. In May of last year Joe Grimaldi and his 

men from Grimaldi Masonry framed and poured a new cement deck and repointed 

the supporting stonework of the pier. Not only is the deck beautiful and smooth, but 

eight inches wider as well. With this big job completed, Sam Pierce, John Ralston 

and Ed Weber have been reinstalling our railing that Sam and his crew repaired and 

painted off-site. The newly painted railing back in place adds a crisp detail to the 

lighthouse. 

 John Ralston has worked closely with the Army Corps of Engineers for  

approvals and Sam Pierce and his off-site volunteers for construction of our new 

deepwater dock system that should be in place by the fall. Ed Weber has worked 

tirelessly with the Coast Guard to get our 42-passenger boat, the Estuary Steward, 

recertified for tours. Watch the website for updates on the docks and maybe weôll 

see you for an autumn cruise! 

 On the rainy days our members have been busily reinstalling shelves and 

hanging rods in closets in all of the rooms. Joel Goldman, when not carrying out his 

duties as Webmaster, has singularly chipped away the layers of glue and adhesive 

residue in the downstairs hall. Betty Tabor has spent the summer removing the last 

of the debris between the bedroom floorboards and sinking old cut nails or scraping 

paint from windows. Everybody has chosen their project, their area and kept going 

when the weather or circumstances got rough.  

 I repeatedly mention the names of the same people year after year in the 

newsletter. Why? Without the outstanding individuals, there would be no Esopus 

Meadows Lighthouse. Thirteen years ago our lighthouse was to be destroyed and 

replaced with a simple pole light warning mariners of the dangers of the mud flats to 

the west. Our beautiful little sentinel cried out to be saved and this group of people 

stepped forward to accept the challenge. Over the years we have struggled with great 

adversity but we have continued to move forward with steadfast determination. 

Look at where we are. I think the latest pictures will speak for themselves. Let me 

know what you think. I know the economy is tough but we are tougher! 

 On that note I would like to thank all of the people in the community who 

have helped us with donations of services and goods. Without these donations we 

could not make ends meet and are therefore truly grateful. I hope we have not for-

gotten anyone. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Moore Paint for Interior and Exterior Paint 

Chris DôAleo for organizing the 9th Annual Regatta held at the  

 Poughkeepsie Yacht Club 
Glen Raven Fabric /Sunbrella Fabric for donating enough fabric to decorate windows 

 and upholster furniture for the entire lighthouse. We now need to raise money

 for the actual sewing and upholstering.  

Mari Kirwood Design Associates for donated design time and guidance 

Maple Ridge Bruderhof Community 

Norrie Point Marina  

Whiteôs Hudson River Marina 

The Madsen and Bohan Families for their generous donations of period furniture 

Scenic Technologies for donating shop space and services for railing, dock and wood

 work refinishing. 

Ulster County Sheriff Work Release Program 

Town of Esopus for Docks 

Captain Jerry Corkins and Captain Jeff Whitaker 

 

 

A Reluctant TV Star 

 Occasionally we get an offer that seems to be crazy but worth a try. A new real-

ity DIY Network TV show came to us with the idea that they need our lighthouse as the 

star in the premier episode for a new show based on using architectural treasures and 

elements from the past. They would salvage an old farmhouse sink and base a kitchen 

ñremodelò on it. We would get a new kitchen out of the deal and a lot of publicity  

exposure.  

 Television work is tiring and very unglamorous under the best of conditions and 

doubly so when it is late October at the lighthouse and very cold at 6:30 in the morning. 

We had a wish list of items they promised to deliver but didnôt and helping hands that 

must have missed the boat. For three days our usual core group of volunteers scraped, 

ran power sanders, painted, fed the film crew and supervised the production.  

 Needless to say we didnôt get all that was promised. As they say, our best foot-

age ended up on the cutting room floor. The kitchen sink is recycled from a house in 

New Jersey and the cabinet is made of salvaged wood we found but, the Hoosier cabinet 

and table you see is what we had waiting in the wings for when we are ready to open as 

a B&B. We will be replacing the sink cabinet soon for one that is better made.  

 So if you think you see the Esopus Meadows Lighthouse as the backdrop for a 

TV reality show, thatôs her! 

 

An Esopus Meadows Gift 

 As Historian, I was most pleased to receive a call recently from an Ulster County 

resident who offered our lighthouse the original letter of appointment for Mr. William 

Hester, dated March of 1845. This letter announces the assignment of Mr. Hester as 

keeper to the 1839 Esopus Meadows Lighthouse. How thrilled I was to accept this docu-

ment for our archives! I had such a nice visit with this interesting lady, who is a distant 

relative of Mr. Hester. How fortunate we are to be the recipient of such an important 

piece of lighthouse history. Thank you, Audrey. A visit to the lighthouse will be forth-

coming. 

 



  Memorial Day 

 It seems that every Memorial Day we try hard to represent the Esopus Meadows 

Lighthouse in a most patriotic way. Honoring those who have lost their lives so that we 

may be free is always present in our minds. This year was no different as 21 marchers 

from our group roused people along the Port Ewen parade route from their lawn chairs, 

saluting us as we passed, giving us a round of applause.  This made us very proud to be 

care givers of our Hudson River legend 

 

Quadracentenial 

 On June 10th, all was a flutter at the Esopus Meadows Lighthouse. Many volun-

teers were busy dressing up the Maid of the Meadows for the passing of the Tall Ships. 

The day was picture perfect with a bright blue sky and a good wind that snapped the big 

American flag to attention as it flew at the top of itôs flagpole. Around the tower of the 

house a series of smaller flags were whipping happily in the breeze while below was 

hung a special flag depicting the logo of the 2009 Quadracentenial. Ed Weber crawled 

along the roof gutters to hang the American flag bunting from its edge. Bows and more 

flags adorned the windows on the first floor that flanked a huge cadet blue banner from 

the Lighthouse Coalition. 

 Our group had gathered to enjoy the parade of vessels, a picnic supper and share 

in the pride of being a part of the historic Hudson River event. The Half Moon replica 

went by with a much smaller than anticipated escort of vessels.  We enjoyed the event 

and all marveled at the size of the tiny boat!   Some took a moment to think about what 

Henry Hudson saw when he came up the river for the first time and wondered what  

conditions were like on a ship that small. 

 Due to the lateness in the day of the event and the deterioration of the weather, 

our photos were too dark to print in this newsletter. 

 

 

ñThe Lighthouse Handbook, Hudson River and New York Harborò 

By Jeremy DôEntremont  
 

 Last September, Jeremy DôEntremont, a historian of the American Lighthouse 

Foundation, paid our lighthouse a visit. Jeremy, considered one of New Englandôs fore-

most authorities on lighthouses, was seeking information on our lighthouse for his latest 

book, ñThe Lighthouse Handbook, Hudson River and New York Harborò published by 

Cider Mill Press. He spent the better part of the day climbing around, taking pictures, 

asking questions and getting a feel for Esopus Meadows.  His book is now available at 

your local bookstore and online. Jeremy has written several books on lighthouses, all of 

which are very well done, very informative reading. Our Esopus Meadows Lighthouse is 

featured in this new book with great photos and history. Check it out and read about sister 

lighthouses on the Heritage Hudson River. Support those who support us! 

 

One Size Fits All! 

 Over the years as weôve enlisted the help of volunteers, weôve appealed to those 

of you who loved the water and restoring our lighthouse. There is a tremendous opportu-

nity in our organization for grant writers, newsletter writers, fundraisers and other help-

ers. Our members are wearing too many hats and would love to offer you one. One size 

fits all so give us a call at 845-848-3669. 



ñThe Light on the Hudsonò 

Written and Illustrated by Dana Ferry 

 
 In June of this year we had the pleasure of a visit by Dana Ferry and her family 

from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Dana, a school teacher and very accomplished artist, sat-

isfied her dream of visiting the lighthouse she had chosen as the basis for her childrenôs 

book. Watching her face as she climbed the ramp to the lighthouse was a moving ex-

perience. The overwhelming joy was like a childôs face at the sight of a special treat. 

She was finally there! 

 Over the months Dana and I had developed a special bond as she and I ex-

changed history about the Esopus Lighthouse. Absorbing every detail that I told her is 

evident in the magnificent illustrations that capture the readerôs attention. The beautiful 

story of new beginnings and friendship is told through the eyes of an eleven year old girl 

named Ella and is centered around our lighthouse. 

 Danaôs book is scheduled to be released this fall. ñThe Light on the Hudsonò is 

published by Ithaca Press in Dryden, New York and would make a great Christmas pre-

sent for a boy or girl. I would highly recommend it! Check with your bookseller. 

 

A Childôs View 

 This spring Alex Ralston gave me a large glass jar containing loose change and 

bills. When I asked what it was from, he explained that it was money he had saved from 

lawn mowing and snow shoveling and he wanted to donate it to the lighthouse. Taken 

aback, I questioned why he wanted to part with such a large sum of money. He does 

spend a great deal of his spare time with his grandfather John helping here at the light-

house building steps, painting, or doing whatever odd jobs are at hand. He explained to 

me, ñI love this lighthouse because itôs so beautiful here. You know people come here 

not because of how she looks and all of her peeling paint but because of how she has 

lived.ò  

 He is right, we all love the Maid of the Meadows and we will keep on working 

until she is finished and people can experience what is seen through the eyes of a  

12-year old.  

  
ñLighthouseò 

An Acrostic Poem 

By Doris M. Hubbard 

Daughter of Esopus Meadows Lighthouse Keeper Andrew McLintock 

   L  Light that streaks across the sky, 

   I  Illuminating the darkest of nights, 

   G Giant towers reaching ever skyward, 

  H Home to many Keepers and their families. 

   T Threatened by many gales, 

   H High seas rolling ever upon the sands, 

   O Oceans washing about their doors,  

   U Unity of sunny and stormy days, 

   S Scudding clouds across the sky, 

   E Enchanting ebb and flow of Mother Nature. 



 

          Scraped down to bare wood and repainted within a matter of a few weeks. 

           Kitchen step area transformed through the years from safety hazard to smooth  

            beauty. Downspout was buried in the decking and railing will be replaced soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Double doors area facing East before new capping in place. New uprights were 

made off-site and installed specific to the curve of the deck and fencing. New top 

rail and a fresh coat of paint will tie old and new pieces together.  

          


